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PREFACE 


William Child (1607-1697) composed more than fifty 
anthems, eighteen services and a set of twenty psalms. From 
1632 until his death, he divided his time as organist between 
St. George's Chapel, Windsor and the Chapel Royal. In a 
period that showed a rapid introduction of stringed in- 
struments into choral music, Child remained conservative and 
preferred to write a cappella works. SING WE MERRILY was 
composed as his commencement exercise and reveals his fond- 
ness for the English madrigal with its word-painting and use of 


dissonance and chromaticism. 
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